
MINUTES 
 KEYSTONE HEIGHTS CITY COUNCIL MEETING  

555 S. Lawrence Blvd., Keystone Heights, Florida 
Monday, March 6, 2023 6:00 p.m. 

ANYONE WISHING TO ADDRESS THE CITY COUNCIL REGARDING ANY TOPIC ON THIS EVENING'S AGENDA IS REQUESTED TO COMPLETE A CARD AND RETURN TO THE 
CITY MANAGER.  SPEAKERS ARE RESPECTFULLY REQUIRED TO LIMIT THEIR COMMENTS TO THREE (3) MINUTES. 

THE CITY COUNCIL PROHIBITS THE USE OF CELL PHONES AND PAGERS WHICH EMIT AN AUDIBLE SOUND DURING ALL MEETINGS WITH THE EXCEPTION OF LAW 
ENFORCEMENT, FIRE AND RESCUE OR HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS ON CALL.  PERSONS IN VIOLATION WILL BE REQUESTED TO LEAVE THE MEETING. 

“Please turn off cell phones” 

 

 

 

 

Invocation led by: Father Mason Wiggins, St. Williams Catholic Church 

Pledge of Allegiance led by: George Owens, American Legion Post 202                     

 

Roll Call: City Manager 

Present: Mayor Lake, Vice Mayor Hart, Councilman B. Brown, Councilman T. Brown, Councilwoman Thompson 

Staff: City Manager, Ms. Rutkowski; City Attorney, Mr. Komando; Administrative Clerk, Ms. Andrews; Executive Assistant, Ms. Meeks  

1.  Presentations 
 A. Impact People of the Month – Tina Baker – Children’s Home Society 
Motion made by Councilman T. Brown and seconded by Vice Mayor Hart to approve Impact of the Month. Passed 5:0 

       B.   2023 Clay County District Spelling Bee Champion, Rena Reddish – Award presented to champion. 
  

2.   Public Comments 
 David Kirkland, KH Airport Authority – Thanked Council for considering his input on Seat # 3 applicants. Mr. Kirkland stated 
that as he appreciated Mr. Ludwig’s application, he feels Mr. Rischar is a qualified applicant who has contributed to the 
successes of the KH Airport with no reported issues and asked the Council to appoint Mr. Rischar to Seat # 3.  

 
3.   Public Hearing/Resolutions/Ordinance 
  A.  Second Reading – Ordinance 2023-600 Solicitation of ROW 
Motion Made by Councilman T. Brown and seconded by Vice Mayor Hart to read by short title. Passed 5:0 
Motion Made by Vice Mayor Hart and seconded by Councilman T. Brown to pass Ordinance 2023-600 Solicitation of 
ROW. Passed 5:0  

        B. Second Reading – Ordinance 2023-601 Golf Cart  
Motion Made by Councilman T. Brown and seconded by Councilwoman Thompson to read by short title. Passed 5:0 

 Public Comment: The question was asked on the minimum age of the drivers. Mayor Lake responded 16 years old.    
Motion Made by Vice Mayor Hart and seconded by Councilman B. Brown to pass Ordinance 2023-601 Golf Cart. Passed 
5:0  

 
4.   Events 
      A.    July 4th Kiwanis Parade - Resolution 2023-02 Temp Rd July 4th Kiwanis Parade 
Motion Made by Vice Mayor Hart and seconded by Councilman T. Brown to read by short title. Passed 5:0 
Motion Made by Councilman T. Brown and seconded by Councilwoman Thompson to pass Resolution 2023-02 Temp Rd 
July 4th Kiwanis Parade. Passed 5:0 

       B.    Food Truck Friday – Bright Light Catering 
Motion Made by Councilman T. Brown and seconded by Councilwoman Thompson to approve Food Truck Friday – Bright 
Light Catering. Passed 5:0 

       C.    Blood Drive – LifeSouth Community Blood Centers 
Motion Made by Vice Mayor Hart and seconded by Councilman B. Brown to approve Blood Drive – LifeSouth Community 
Blood Centers. Passed 5:0 

       D.    Kiwanis Easter Sunrise Service 
Motion Made by Councilman T. Brown and seconded by Vice Mayor Hart to approve Kiwanis Easter Sunrise 
Service. Passed 5:0 

       E.    Clay County Amnesty Day Collection Day 
Motion Made by Councilwoman Thompson and seconded by Councilman T. Brown to approve Clay County 
Amnesty Day Collection Day. Passed 5:0 

  F.    LREDC Beach Clean Up 
Motion Made by Vice Mayor Hart and seconded by Councilwoman Thompson to approve LREDC Beach Clean 
Up. Passed 5:0 

       G.    Easter Extravaganza 
Vice Mayor Hart stated this is a for-profit business not in the City and not sure it is a suitable use of the parks. Hart quoted the 

Ordinance Sec 9-73 that states recreational parks owned by the City should be used for recreational purposes and Sec 9-75 sub 
15 gives Council the right to decide access to the parks and therefore does not feel this is in the public interest of the City of KH.  
Motion Made by Councilman T. Brown and seconded by Vice Mayor Hart to reject the Easter Extravaganza. Passed 5:0 
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speaking with a Boy Scout Troup at end of the month.
  Mayor Lake said she had a lot of fun at her engagement to speak with the Girl Scout Troup on citizenship and will be 

He also mentioned the phone app for Sherriff’s Department that can be used as well.
  Vice Mayor Hart appreciates the members of the Heritage Commission and how they passed the baton with new members. 

Councilwoman Thompson thanked the KH Airport for the workshop and would like to come back and learn more.
Pavilion and encourages the residents to use the non-emergency number if they see anything of concern.

  Councilman T. Brown wanted to give kudos to the Clay County Sheriff’s Department for their quick response to incident at 
9. Council Comments

include 110 students, 20 adults and many volunteers. She thanked Council for appointing new commission member.
  Ms. Collins stated that they were able to work out a plan for the 4th grade fieldtrip on April 6that the recent meeting that will 

Heritage Commission Deirdre Murphy/Kerry CollinsE.
Planning & Zoning - nothing to report City ManagerD.
Keystone Heights Airport Authority - ATPT Chairman KirklandC.
Growth Management – nothing to report Vice Mayor HartB.
Budget & Finance – nothing to report Mayor Lake/Councilman BrownA.

8. Committee Reports/Recommendations

and Finance meeting to discuss Engagement Letters, transitioning rolls, and how to move forward.
  C. Audit Update – Ms. Rutkowski met with the CPA and Auditor regarding the Audit, will be working with them on a Budget 

Master Plan Study to the North Florida TPO Unified Planning Work Program. Passed 5:0
Motion Made by Motion Made by Councilman T. Brown and second by Vice Mayor Hart to add the Smart City
NFTPO, no costs to residents. Ms. Rutkowski asked for a motion to request the study to be added to the UPWP for NFTPO.
City. A study would look at strategic ways to implement technology to improve city processes. Will be completely paid for by 
concluded and findings presented by May. NFTPO reached out to see if COKH has any interest in a Master Plan for a Smart

  B.Smart City Master Plan request – The NFLTPO Unified Planning Work Program study of St Rd 21 and St HWY 100 will be 
adopt plan.
parks, looking at end of April for 2 public workshops and in May a workshop for Council with findings. Looking at June or July to 

  A.EcoTourism MasterPlan – Ms. Rutkowski meet with engineer, they added new member on team for asset research of 
7. City Business

Keystone Heights Airport Authority Clay Seat 3. Councilman B. Brown opposed. Passed 4:1
Motion made by Councilman T. Brown and seconded by Councilwoman Thompson to appoint Robert Ludwig to 
Airport Authority Clay Seat 3. Councilwoman Thompson, Councilman T. Brown, and Mayor Lake opposed. Failed 2:3
Motion Made by Vice Mayor Hart and seconded by Councilman B. Brown to appoint Chad Rischar to Keystone Heights 
and urged the Council to listen to what the members are saying and feels Mr. Rischar is best man for the job.
Ludwig on the Board and if selected would support him but he feels that the airport has been profitable and running smoothly

  Public Comment: Scott Friar, Vice Chair Keystone Heights Airport Authority – stated he would be honored to have Mr. 
done a good job, but feels there is a need for change and therefor votes for Mr. Ludwig.
for Mr. Ludwig. Councilman B. Brown expressed his vote for Mr. Rischar. Councilman T. Brown stated he felt Mr. Rischar has 
favor of Mr. Rischar. Mayor Lake stated she would be happy with either applicant. Councilwoman Thompson expressed her vote 

  Vice Mayor Hart stated there are two qualified applicants, but feels there is no substitute for experience and therefor in 
eystone Heights Airport Authority Clay Seat 3 – Chad Rischar, Robert LudwigB.K

Commission. Passed 5:0
Motion Made by Councilman T. Brown and seconded by Vice Mayor Hart to appoint Elise Moore to the Heritage 

. Heritage Commission – Karen Nagel, Elise MooreA

6. Appointments

Financials and Minutes for 2023.02.06. Passed 5:0
Motion Made by Vice Mayor Hart and seconded by Councilwoman Thompson to approve January 2023

. Minutes for 2023.02.06 Council MeetingC
Payables January 2023B.
inancials January 2023A.F

5. Consent Agenda
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10. City Manager and City Attorney Reports:    
 Ms. Rutkowski reminded Council of the NEFLC dinner coming up to RSVP and that Clay Day reservations have been made. 
MotoSurf in April will be bigger and better and will have an all-day event for the public to participate on the Thursday including 
motorized surf boards and food trucks. Spring Fling will be held that Saturday which will include Clay County students 
participating in the open ceremonies. Ms. Rutkowski wanted to clarify the call out to all jet skiers on Facebook by Kimberly 
Morgan from Clay County Tourism, asking to open Lake Geneva to disrupt the vegetation prior to the event to be able to clean 
up debris. Ms. Rutkowski asked Council for a consensus to strategically open up the Beach to jet skiers for vegetation control. 
Council agreed by consensus     
 Vivian Katz-James, Save Our Lakes Organization – stated that the organization, county and City of Keystone Heights will be 
working together to clean the Lake Geneva vegetation starting with the boat ramp. They have 2-3 years to get the vegetation 
cleared before the Black Creek water will start to fill the lake. Ms. Katz-James also stated she was still working on the boardwalk 
at the Beach and will hopefully have a presentation for the next meeting.        
 

 
Adjourned: 7:24 pm 
























